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Fiftieth Anniversary. 



f NE of the most singularly pleas- 
ijy am social gatherings of which it 
m- is possible to conceive took 
:^fy^T:^ place on Monday evening of last 
week, at the house of one of our citizens. 
It was to celebrate the anniversary of a 
business firm, the foundations of whose 
honorable and prosperous career were well 
laid long before Boston became a City, and 
when the inhabitants were contented with the 
name and well-earned reputation of the Town 
of Boston. The old publishing house of 
Crocker & Brewster, in brief, commemo- 
rated the fiftieth anniversary of the formation 
of this long-respected partnership; and, con- 
sidering the many interesting circumstances of 
its history, and especially the survivorship of 
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6 Fiftieth Anniversary. 

both partners after this protracted period, in 
good health, still carrying on the business? 
and with the apparent promise of years yet 
before them, — a case of very rare occur- 
rence, especially in this country, — the event 
well deserved to be celebrated by a cheerful 
festival. Accordingly, multitudes of friends, 
old and new, as well ladies as gentlemen, 
were delighted to come together on the 
evening in question, under the hospitable 
roof of Mr. Uriel Crocker, the senior, though 
not much the senior, partner of the firm. 
Among the guests, of various sentiments, 
professions, and occupations, — printers, pub- 
lishers, bank - presidents, merchants, and 
others, — were Hon. Samuel Hooper, mem- 
ber of Congress; our present mayor, Dr. 
Shurtleff; and his predecessors in office, 
Messrs. Rice, Lincoln, Wightman, and Nor- 
cross ; and Hon. Charles T. Russell, who 
formerly served Cambridge in the same 
capacity. These few names, out of many, 
will show that representatives of all parties 
were present ; and it was extremely pleas- 
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Fiftieth Anniversary. 7 

ant to observe that all diversities of opinion 
seemed to be forgotten, and that all present 
met on a common footing of friendly inter- 
course. 

Nowhere but in New England, and per- 
haps in Scotland, could precisely such a 
party have taken place. A certain vein 
of what was most praiseworthy in Puritan- 
ism mingled not at all inharmoniously with 
the festivities of the hour. After time had 
been allowed for a full flow of conversation, 
the attention of the assembled guests was 
called to a ceremony peculiarly fitting the 
occasion. The respected partners stood to- 
gether in the centre of the room ; and Rev. 
Dr. Blagden, of the Old South Church, and 
long the pastor of both these gentlemen, 
addressed them as follows. We understand 
that the excellent clergyman had been in- 
formed that he would be expected to offer 
prayer; but a change in the arrangements 
was thought best after the guests came to- 
gether, and Dr. Blagden's address, therefore, 
was quite extemporaneous. We have never 
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heard one more truly appropriate and im- 
pressive ; and the whole scene was, indeed, 
peculiarly but most agreeably affecting. Mr. 
Crocker responded at length ; and it gives 
us much pleasure to print his remarks, not 
only on account of the singular interest of 
the simple narrative, but because of the 
beautiful and salutary lesson which it sets 
forth. At the conclusion of the exercises, 
the company repaired to the bountifully- 
spread tables ; and here the Rev. Dr. Ander- 
son offered a brief and fervent prayer, to 
which every heart, we are sure, responded. 
As the hour grew later, the older guests 
began to retire, but the younger remained 
and enjoyed the music of the fine band in 
attendance. The whole incidents were, 
indeed, of very uncommon interest, — of a 
character one is rarely permitted to enjoy 
with such unalloyed pleasure ; which none 
who were present would have willingly 
missed, and to which all will look back 
with heartfelt satisfaction. — Boston Courier, 
Nov. 13. 



4-ffl 



r 



& 



Fiftieth A nniversary. 



U 



4 



Dr. Blagden's Address. 

Mr. Crocker and Mr. Brewster, — It 
gives me great pleasure to be honored as the 
medium of your many friends here present 
this evening, in congratulating you, as* I 
heartilv do, on the arrival of this fiftieth an- 
niversary of your connection, as partners, in 
the business of life. And I cannot omit the 
duty, either as a man or a minister, of uniting 
with you and your friends in thanking God 
that he has so preserved and prospered you, 
as to allow of your meeting us under such 
happy circumstances, with your children and 
children's children around you. 

It is not often, gentlemen, that two part- 
ners are permitted to meet thus, in an un- 
broken partnership, after half a century of 
years. And it speaks much in favor of the 
good temper of each of you, that, after all 
the toils, temptations, and trials of business- 
life, you now meet us so harmoniously. It 

illustrates, in part, the truth of the proverb, 
2 



♦4 ; — i* 

10 Fiftieth Anniversary. 

" He that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty ; and he that ruleth his own spirit, 
than he that taketh a city." 

It is also a subject of congratulation for 
us and you, on this occasion, to think and 
speak of the nature of the calling in which 
you have both been engaged. It has been 
in the occupation of spreading abroad good 
learning, in the minds of your fellow-citizens 
and neighbors, in the country and the Com- 
monwealth ; and there is not, probably, a 
family of your many friends represented here 
this evening, the members of which have not 
been benefited by the kinds of useful knowl- 
edge you have been engaged in sending 
through the community. 

I may also, in behalf of all here present, 
speak to you as representatives of what I 
may call the third generation of eminent 
printers and booksellers in our Common- 
wealth. I understand that the venerated 
Isaiah Thomas of Worcester was the teacher 
and guide of several of the old firms in your 
profession in this city, as well as of the 
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late lamented Mr. Armstrong, under whose 
auspices you were both prepared and intro- 
duced into your calling. And I remember, 
that, seven years ago, if I am not mistaken, 
you enjoyed an occasion, when I could not 
be present, of commemorating the beginning 
of your mutual apprenticeship with him. So 
that, to-night, we may recall together not 
only fifty, but fifty-seven years of life, in 
which you have been happily associated with 
each other. As we think with you now of 
those departed years, I am reminded of a 
true and beautiful sentiment of Wordsworth, 
not inappropriate to this hour, — 

" My heart leaps up when I behold 

A rainbow in the sky : 
So was it when my life began ; 
So is it now I am a man ; 
So let it be, when I grow old, 

Or let me die. 
The child is father of the man ; 
And I would wish my days to be 
Bound each to each by natural piety." 

I trust, gentlemen, that your days may be 
thus bound together by a true as well as a 
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natural piety. Then, when you shall be 
called home, — and late may it be! — your 
children and your children's children will 
rise up and call you blessed. But indeed, 
gentlemen, I am happy to see, as we look on 
both of you, that there seems to be in you, 
as soldiers sometimes say, a decade of cam- 
paigns yet for fighting in the battle of life. 

Let me again congratulate you as I 
take your hands, not only for these many 
friends, but also for myself personally on 
the arrival and enjoyment of this happy 
occasion. " The Lord bless you and keep 
you ; the Lord make his face shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you ; the Lord lift 
up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace." 



Mr. Crocker's Reply. 

For some reason or other, old printers have 
a habit of telling, and sometimes publishing, 
long stories about themselves. One of them 
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called his book " The Life and Errors of 
John Dunton ; " in which, by the way, he 
gives an account of his visit to our Boston 
upwards of one hundred and eighty years 
ago. I. have no intention of rivalling him, 
or Benjamin Franklin, or Joseph T. Buck- 
ingham, or Charles Knight, or Peter Parley, 
in autobiography : but, on such an occasion as 
this, the thoughts will run back to old times ; 
and perhaps I shall be pardoned if I talk a 
little while about myself, or I would rather 
say about the firm of Crocker & Brewster. 

Mr. Brewster and I first met in the year 
181 1, as apprentices of the late Samuel T. 
Armstrong. It was in the old building which 
stood on the same- lot where we spent fifty- 
four of the fifty-seven years that we have 
been together. The old number being 50 
Cornhill ; that is, old Cornhill, now forming 
part of Washington Street. We left it only 
three years ago, when we removed to the 
adjoining store. I had been an apprentice 
about two months when he came. It was 
pleasant to see him, as it removed from me 
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the title which the youngest apprentice in a 
printing-office has affixed to his name. I 
well remember how the young apprentice 
looked, — a plump, red-cheeked boy, giving 
good promise of the healthy and manly pro- 
portions into which he afterwards expanded. 
I do not care about hearing his description 
of my appearance at that time. 

Our relations to each other and to Mr. 
Armstrong, during our apprenticeship, were 
very pleasant. Mr. Brewster and I were the 
two youngest of the eight apprentices in the 
office ; and we, together with Mr. Parker, 
who, I am happy to say, is here to-night, are 
the only ones who now remain. Our partner- 
ship with Mr. Armstrong commenced Nov. 1, 
18 18, and continued till April 1, 1825, when 
it was dissolved. AVe were, however, after 
this time, more or less connected with him 
until his complete withdrawal from all busi- 
ness in 1840 ; and his daily visits to our 
counting-room continued till the very day of 
his* death. Of Mr. Brewster and myself the 
fellowship in business and in friendship will, 
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I trust, never be dissolved. During all the 
days of the seven years of our apprentice- 
ship, and our fifty years partnership, I have 
never received one unkind word from him, 
nor do I believe that he ever received one 
from me. If he did, I certainly never in- 
tended it, as I know that he never deserved 
it. As I think of our connection for fifty- 
seven years as partners and friends, I cannot 
be too grateful to one whom I always found 
so faithful and so kind. You will, therefore, 
excuse me if I take from the Good Book a 
text for each of my children to remember, 
" Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, 
forsake not." 

Our partnership agreement, Nov. ist, 1818, 
— just fifty years ago yesterday, — was drawn 
up and witnessed by Jeremiah Evarts, the 
father of William M. Evarts, the present 
Attorney-General of the United States. He 
was pale and slender, and, in this respect 
and general features, much like his son. He 
also would have been distinguished in law 
and politics, if he had not chosen to devote 
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himself, for the latter part of his life, to re- 
ligious objects only. 

In the arrangement of our business, Mr. * 
Brewster attended chiefly to the bookstore. 
I directed the printing-office, the latter hav- 
ing been wholly in my charge since I was 
eighteen years of age. The numerous per- 
sons in our employ, — and there were in 
former years from twenty-five to thirty in the 
printing-office alone, — were paid in full 
every Saturday night. This rule we have 
constantly adhered to. The funds of the 
firm have always been in charge of Mr. 
Brewster, who from them, I am happy to say, 
was always able and willing to supply the 
" food and raiment " wants of the poor printer, 
— his partner. However idle we may have 
been lately, we gave to our business for many 
years all our industry and skill •, and we have 
always been so successful as to be able 
promptly to meet all our liabilities, and this, 
too, without having ever paid one dollar extra 
interest ; and I am glad to add that we never 
received one. 
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AVe once, however, came very near being 
compelled to pay extra interest. One of 
our insurance companies had elected to the 
office of president a man I had long 
known. He was very desirous I should 
become a stockholder, and thus aid him 
in his new office ; which I did. This office 
had banking privileges for one-half of its 
capital ; and he requested, that, when I 
wanted funds, I should borrow them at his 
office. Our firm, accordingly, once bor- 
rowed of him several thousand dollars, giving 
good bank -stock as collateral. When it 
became due, he did not wish it paid, though 
we were ready, and expected to meet it. At 
his desire, we let it remain for nearly two 
years ; when the money market being very 
tight (1836), he availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity to demand its payment, or interest at 
two per cent per month, stating that there 
was another firm that would take the money 
at that rate. We, however, fortunately were 
able, and paid the note. Shortly afterwards, 
Mr. Buckingham of " The Courier," in a con- 
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versation with me on the scarcity of money, 
and the high rate of interest, said that he 
had received several communications com- 
plaining that this insurance office was loan- 
ing money, and exacting more than the 
legal interest. I thereupon stated that I 
had no doubt of it ; that the company in 
question had demanded two per cent per 
month of us. This, he at once said, ought 
to be and should be published. Against this 
I remonstrated, till he had liberty from my 
partner, whom I would consult ; but, without 
waiting to hear from me, the following morn- 
ing an article appeared in "The Courier, ,, 
headed with the name of the insurance com- 
pany in full ; and the facts were stated in 
Mr. Buckingham's strong and severe style. 
The president of the company called on 
him ; and I was given as the authority. The 
President then called on me, and, in a loud 
and excited manner, stated that it was a 
false and libellous article, and ordered me 
to contradict it at once, or I should be 
prosecuted for a libel on the Company, 
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and suffer the severest penalties of the law 
for that offence. I irankly stated that I 
had not desired its publication ; but it was 
published, — it was true, — and I could not 
and should not contradict one word. He 
then said he should call a meeting of his 
directors that day, who would pass votes that 
would injure my character and credit, and 
place me where I ought to be ; when I 
politely opened the door, and requested him 
to proceed forthwith ; that I was ready and 
willing to meet the case before his directors 
and the public. In the forenoon, as I went 
down State Street, I found several parties of 
gentlemen talking about the article in " The 
Courier." I called on a director of the 
company, and requested him to put one 
question when the board assembled. This 
he promised to do, and did. The question 
was, Has this office ever taken extra interest? 
He was answered in the affirmative, when 
it was pronounced by all to be wrong ; that 
it could not be sustained ; that their charter 
was in jeopardy if not forfeited ; and the 
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meeting ended without having been formally 
organized. The next day " The Courier " 
had an additional article even more severe, 
which was followed by others. Shortly after- 
wards, the directors of the company came 
together, and passed votes, ordering all extra 
interest to be refunded ; and it was done. 

When the legislature next came together, 
which was in about a month, they appointed 
a committee to investigate the subject, who 
called on me for evidence ; but at my par- 
ticular request, the chairman being my name- 
sake and friend, and on my statement of the 
facts, that the extra interest had all been 
returned, that it was taken by the finance 
committee without the knowledge of the 
board of directors, who had wholly disap- 
proved of it, and that the finance committee 
had been changed, no further action was had. 
At the time it was generally stated and 
believed that the distribution of a million of 
dollars in State Street would not have eased 
the money market so much as " The Cou- 
rier's " articles had done. 
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Once we were suddenly exposed to great 
embarrassment by our confidence in the 
honor of a wealthy citizen. He had prom- 
ised to give twenty thousand dollars to a 
charitable societv for the erection of a build- 
ing suitable for its use, but added as a con- 
dition that an equal sum should be given by 
others. As another rich man gave assurance 
that he would see that sum raised, the first 
promise was regarded as a certain gift ; and 
the munificence of the donor was trumpeted 
throughout the country. A suitable estate 
being offered, the society bought it, mortga- 
ging it for the amount of the purchase-money. 
The proposed building was to be large and 
costly. But the times became hard ; and 
the promised donations not being realized, 
it was resolved to delay its erection, and to 
make additions and improvements on the 
property, by which an income could be 
secured. These alterations and improve- 
ments, after using all their funds, brought the 
society into debt for materials and labor, 
interest and taxes, about thirty thousand 
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dollars. The purchase and other proceed- 
ings were all not only approved, but ex- 
pressly advised, by the liberal promiser. 
None of his money was forthcoming, in con- 
sequence of the additional amount not hav- 
ing been subscribed ; but he pledged himself 
that the whole sum needed to meet the lia- 
bilities should be loaned to the society on a 
second mortgage of the improved property 
by a monied institution in which he claimed 
to have a controlling influence, though the 
absence of an officer of that institution would 
cause a little delay. In the mean time, the 
workmen and others demanded payment ; 
the society could not raise money on its own 
credit, damaged by the project of building ; 
and, in an hour of perhaps foolish zeal for 
the society's good name, in which we felt an 
interest, we gave our indorsement on the 
treasurer's notes for a short time, for a sum 
sufficient to meet its liabilities, which were 
discounted by the banks, and the debts paid. 
This we were urged to do by the promiser 
of the donation himself, who gave his pledge 
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to us personally that the money should be 
furnished on the mortgage in season, and 
that no embarrassment should be caused to 
us by our indorsements. His promises were 
repeated till the day when the first note for 
ten thousand dollars was due ; but, after 
all, not a dollar was provided by him ; and 
we were left to meet as we could that note, 
and the other obligations due a few days 
later. Money was then (Nov. 1847) at two 
per cent per month ; but we were able to 
sustain our credit, and that of the society, 
and that, too, without the payment of any 
extra interest. 

Here ended the connection of this munifi- 
cent promiser with the society. The other 
gentleman having failed to raise the other 
amount, no legal claim existed against him. 
Fortunately the estate purchased proved to 
be a good investment. After some years we 
were repaid our advancements from the 
rents, which have since added largely to the 
funds of the society. We suppose that many 
now believe that the promiser really gave the 
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twenty thousand dollars, when, in fact, his 
unfulfilled promise put in jeopardy those 
who interposed to save its property and 
credit. 

The first large work we published was 
Scott's Family Bible in six royal octavo vol- 
umes. This was stereotyped ; and I believe 
it was the first large work stereotyped in this 
country. It was a great experiment for those 
days (1820) ; and many of the older book- 
sellers prophesied that we, should not be 
successful. We contracted to pay the stereo- 
typer eighty per cent in cash each week for 
the work done, and the remaining twenty 
per cent on the completion of each volume. 
We were then young and active, and, having 
thrown our all into this undertaking, put 
forth all our energies, and the result was 
entirely satisfactory. Our business being 
extended by this and other publications, we 
thought it advisable to have a store in New- 
York city, and took one in Broadway, near 
Maiden Lane, placing in it one who had 
been an apprentice and clerk with us. We 



*t 



V. . 



4-S J-* 

Fiftieth Anniversary. 25 

hired the store, furnished all the capital, and 
agreed to give him one-half the profits, 
guaranteeing to him at least one thousand 
dollars a year as his share. This partner- 
ship was for five years. At the end of that 
time, as the accounts rendered by him did 
not meet our expectations, and as he had in- 
timated that he would like to purchase our 
interest, I went to New York for the purpose 
of examining the books, taking an account 
of the stock, and looking thoroughly into 
the business, when, to my astonishment, I 
found sufficient cause for the unsatisfactory 
state of affairs. Our money, instead of 
being used in the business, had been em- 
ployed in purchasing various kinds of fancy 
stock, and twenty-six house-lots in the upper 
part of the city. In consequence of these 
discoveries, though I had purposed to be 
absent from Boston but six or seven days, I 
was obliged to remain in New York as many 
months. I finally disposed of the property 
to Messrs. Jonathan Leavitt and Daniel 
Appleton, who were brothers-in-law. Mr. 



& 1 J+ 

26 Fiftieth Anniversary, 

Leavitt had been a bookbinder in Andover, 
Mass., and was, of course, somewhat ac- 
quainted with printing and books. Mr. 
Appleton had been a dry-goods merchant in 
Boston, and at that time knew nothing of 
either. The business was done in the name 
of Jonathan Leavitt. After having been 
together for several years, they divided the 
property, Mr. Appleton removing to a store 
a few doors distant, where he carried on the 
business in his own name. Mr. Appleton 
having capital, entered largely into the im- 
portation of English works, and was very 
successful. The business is still carried on 
by his sons \ and it is, probably, at present 
the largest publishing house in the United 
States. Mr. Leavitt was also very successful 
for a time, but subsequently was not so for- 
tunate in his partners. They have both 
deceased. 

It is not for me to speak of the character 
of our numerous publications. We believe 
that they have done some good in the world ; 
and it is pleasant to an old printer, when 
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thinking of the many millions of pages issued 
from our press, to know that there is 

Not one immoral, one corrupting thought, 
No line which, dying, he could wish to blot. 

I have referred to one case of unfaithful- 
ness in our agents. We have, however, had 
but little to do with the courts of law, 
although there have been several other 
cases which would have fully justified an 
appeal to them. Twice only have we found 
it necessary to prosecute the wrong-doers ; 
and in both these cases the frauds were 
clearly proved, and satisfactory verdicts 
and judgments obtained in our favor. We 
were never sued but once. The charges 
against us in that case were some of them 
in direct contradiction to written documents, 
and all of them capable of being disproved 
by the most positive testimony. After we 
had answered every charge in the bill of 
complaint, and waited long and impatiently, 
and finding the plaintiff not disposed to 
bring the case to a hearing, we took meas- 
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ures ourselves to compel an early trial, when 
the plaintiff chose to withdraw the suit, pay 
all the costs and the balance of our accounts 
as claimed by us, rather than risk the conse- 
quences of a full and public hearing. 

For myself, I have been contented with 
my business and family engagements, and 
willing to let public life alone.* For some 
reason or other, my partners have not been 
willing to confine themselves to these limits. 
Mr. Brewster, perhaps, inherited his zeal for 
the good government of the city, and for the 
right management of public charities, from 
his ancestor, the old Elder Brewster, — that 
strange but worthy compound of the English 

* This is true if my partner means political life 
only. But no man whom I know has been the presi- 
dent, director, or treasurer of more railroad and 
other business corporations and charitable societies, 
or is more notorious for his activity in detecting 
frauds or blunders, and restoring order and honesty 
in their management. He had the charge of the 
funds of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association for nine years before I took it. — O. B. 
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gentleman, Dutch printer, and Old Colony 
preacher, ruling elder, and magistrate. For 
the last twenty-seven years he has had the 
care of the funds of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association, in which 
time they have increased from thirty-three 
thousand to two hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars, reckoning the actual cost 
of the present investments, while the real 
value of them is much greater. He is presi- 
dent of another charitable society and a 
savings bank, and has been an alderman of 
our city, and director of its public institu- 
tions, and a representative and senator in our 
State government. I have never heard, how- 
ever, of his having been, as the elder Brew- 
ster was, a preacher. Mr. Armstrong held 
the office of alderman and mayor of our 
city. He was also representative, senator, 
and lieutenant and acting governor of our 
State. His whole public life was, I think, 
honorable to him. Having named him 
again, I wish to say that the whole connec- 
tion of Mr. Brewster and myself with him 
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was pleasant, and our mutual confidence un- 
limited. We knew him intimately. He was 
true, he was honest, he was kind and gener- 
ous. I will give one illustration of his char- 
acter. When he built his house on Beacon 
Street, he made a contract with a builder to 
do all the work for a certain sum. The 
builder fulfilled his contract faithfully, but it 
cost him nearly five thousand dollars more 
than the contract price ; and he was unable 
to meet the liabilities incurred for materials 
for building. In this state of the case, Mr. 
Armstrong wished me to look over the bills 
and vouchers. I did so, and was satisfied 
that they were all correct. He then asked 
my opinion as to what he ought to do. He 
clearly was under no legal obligation to pay 
more than the contract price, and I did 
not wish to give any advice in the matter ; 
but, as he urged it, I told him frankly my 
opinion and my reasons for it, which were, 
that he had better pay the full actual cost of 
the house. "Then," said he, "you really 
think I had better pay it, though I am not 
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bound to do so." After thinking a minute 
or so, he said, " I have asked your advice, 
and you never gave me wrong counsel. To- 
morrow is my birthday, the 29th of April. 
If you will come to the office at eleven 
o'clock (he was then mayor of the city, and 
his office was in the Old State House) I will 
give you my check for the whole amount, 
and you shall go and settle it for me." And 
this was done. Few of those who make 
loud professions of honor and liberality can 
point in their own lives to an action so truly 
honorable. 

I should be glad to speak of others, of 
every variety of character and profession, 
with whom we have been associated more or 
less intimately during this half century of 
active life. But especially would I gladly 
name many of the trade, our brethren of the 
printing-office and book-shop, the dead and 
the living. We have known their worth. 
We love to cherish the precious memories of 
the dead, and greatly value the friendship of 
the living. May our friends pardon the 
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numerous errata which thev have seen in us, 
and let us hope, in the words of Franklin's 
proposed epitaph on himself, that we may all 
of us at last appear in new and better edi- 
tions, revised and corrected by the Author. 
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